Guidance for Reviewing FIADB V1.7
The latest version of The Forest Inventory and Analysis Database: Database Description and Users Guide Version 1.7 is ready for review.  This document provides guidance and suggestions for the review process.

Documents for Review:
There are three documents posted on the IMB website for review:

· FIADB_v17_102103.doc is the main body of the manual, through appendix B.  This document requires the most scrutiny.
· FIADB_v17_appendices_CDEFG.doc contains appendices C through G.  Please review to ensure that the data for your region are correct.
· FIADB_v17_changes_from_092603_to_102103.doc shows the changes to this document from the most recently posted version from 9/26/03.  This document shows the changes from the previous version.  If you submitted suggestions for change, refer to this document to see if your suggestions were included.  Otherwise, this document does not need review.
Timeline:
The D-Team would like comments from the Bands and other interested parties no later than January 31, 2004.  An earlier response would be greatly appreciated.
Review Process:
This document will be on the public FIA website.  Thus, it is part of the public face of FIADB.  The D-team would like comments on content, grammar and style.  We want the information in the guide to be understandable to the user community, both within and outside the FIA.

The D-team would like each Band leader to collate comments and send them to Chuck Liff.  I encourage the Band leaders to periodically (suggestion monthly) send their comments.  All comments received will be addressed and posted on the IMB website.  I encourage all band members to periodically review the comments.  Hopefully this process will reduce redundant comments.
Background Information:
One goal of the new FIADB is to provide users all data needed for computation and compilation.  To meet that goal three new tables and a plethora of new variables have been added to the variables in the current published version of FIADB.  The new variables include regional variables that are necessary input to national compilation.  For example, SAWHT is a NERS variable that is needed for volume computations.  If time is limited, target the new tables and variables for close review. 

New Tables:
The following are new tables for FIADB V1.7

1. ESTN_UNIT_STRATUM

2. PLOT_POP_STRATUM_ASSGN

3. SUBP_COND

An overview of those tables is in Chapter 3 page 9 of FIADB_v17_102103.doc.  Since those tables are new, please perform a careful review of the above tables.
New Variables:
All the existing FIADB tables have new variables.  These are located after the variable CN.  Please carefully review the variables after CN in each table.  There are a number of audit and foreign key variables that do not require substantive review.  These are: 
· CREATED_BY

· CREATED_DATE

· CREATED_IN_INSTANCE

· MODIFIED_BY

· MODIFIED_DATE

· MODIFIED_IN_INSTANCE

· Any column with CN (e.g., PLT_CN)

Regional Variables:
As noted above, there are a number of regional variables in this version of the FIADB.  Those are identified by the research station.  Chapter 3 (page 10) has an overview of the regional variables.  We suggest that each band assign people from the unit to review the definitions of their regional variables.
An Apology and Request for Suggestions:
I recognize the first review period in August was short and no guidance was provided.  I apologize for any problems that may have caused.  

The D-team would like to learn for this process.  We anticipate that there will be future releases of the FIADB corresponding to changes in the field guide.  We welcome any and all suggestions to improve the review process.
