FIADB/NIMS User’s Guide V1.7 Read Me
This document presents the changes from the currently published FIADB (“The Forest Inventory and Analysis and National Information Management System Databases: Database Description and Users Guide Version 1.0”   GTR NC-218).  The previous version of the FIADB followed the protocols of V1.4 of the Field Guide.  The latest version of FIADB uses the protocols of V1.7 of the Field Guide, thus the numbering convention.
The purpose of the updated FIADB/NIMS format is to allow data that are currently collected under Field Guide 1.7 protocols to be loaded into FIADB. 

The following is a summary of the changes:

· Updated the variables and codes to conform to V1.7 standards.  Refer to Appedix A for a list of variable and code changes.

· Eliminated the -1 code for missing codes.  If a code value is missing, it recieves a null value in FIADB/NIMS.
· Eliminated using 0 in calculated columns as an indicator that the value should not be calculated.  Null values are now used.  The wording: “All rough and rotten trees (TREECLCD = 3 or 4) have zero in this field” has been changed to “All rough and rotten trees (TREECLCD = 3 or 4) have null in this field”.  Emphasis added.
· Addition of variables in NIMS that were not in FIADB V1.0.  The new variables are listed after the variable CN.

· Variables that will appear in NIMS but not in FIADB are in italic (e.g., GPS_LAT)

Appedix A

Changes from Field Guide Version 1.4 to Version 1.7
1.15 WATER ON PLOT   

Codes 0 and 2 revised to be more specific:

0
None – no water sources within the accessible forest land CONDITON CLASS

1
Permanent streams or ponds too small to qualify as noncensus water

2
Permanent water in the form of deep swamps, bogs, marshes without standing trees present and less than 1.0 ac in size, or with standing trees

3
Ditch/canal – human-made channels used as a means of moving water, such as irrigation or drainage which are too small to qualify as noncensus water

4
Temporary streams

5
Flood zones – evidence of flooding when bodies of water exceed their natural banks

9 Other temporary water – specify in plot notes

1.16 QA STATUS:


Changed from core optional to core

Code 2 modified, codes 6 and 7 added:

1    Standard field production plot
2    Cold Check 
3    Reference plot (off grid) 
4    Training/Practice plot (off grid)
5 Botched Plot file (disregard during data processing)

6 Blind Check
7 Hot Check production plot
1.17 CREW TYPE:

Changed from core optional to core

Former Code 3 (regional trainers) eliminated:

1    Regular field crew
2    QA crew 
1.18.3 GPS UNIT 

codes 3 and 4 added:

	0
	GPS coordinates not collected

	1
	Rockwell Precision Lightweight GPS Receiver (PLGR)

	2
	Other brand capable of field averaging

	3
	Trimble GeoExplorer or Pathfinder Pro

	4
	Recreational GPS (Garmin, Magellan, etc.)


2.4.3 FOREST TYPE


Generic forest type group codes were dropped (100, 120,140, 160, 180, 200, 220, 240, 260, 280, 

300, 320, 340, 360, 370, 380, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 910, 920, 940, 950, 980, 990).

Codes added:  Norway spruce (384), introduced larch (385), and other tropical (989).

2.4.4 STAND SIZE CLASS

References to “chaparral” in code 6 were changed to “non-tally cover species”.  

2.4.11 DISTURBANCE 1-3:  Coding substantially modified to the following:

Code
Definition

00
None - no observable disturbance

10
Insects

20
Disease

30
 Fire (from crown and ground fire, either prescribed or natural)

31
ground fire

32
crown fire

40
Animal damage

41
 beaver (includes flooding caused by beaver)

42
porcupine

43
deer/ungulate

44
bear (CORE OPTIONAL)

45
rabbit (CORE OPTIONAL)

46     Domestic animal/livestock (includes grazing):

50
Weather damage


51     ice


52     wind (includes hurricane, tornado)


53     flooding (weather induced)


54     drought

60
Vegetation (suppression, competition, vines):

70
Unknown / not sure / other (include in NOTES)

80
Human-caused damage – any significant threshold of human-caused damage not described in the DISTURBANCE codes listed above or in the TREATMENT codes listed below.

2.4.23 PHYSIOGRAPHIC CLASS:  

Code 25 corrected as follows:


25  Broad Flood plains/Bottomlands - Flood plains and bottomlands 1/4 mile or wider in width along rivers and streams.  These sites are normally well drained but are subjected to occasional flooding during periods of heavy or extended precipitation.  Includes associated levees, benches, and terraces.  Excludes swamps, sloughs, and bogs with year-round water problems.

5.6
TREE STATUS


Substantial coding changes to following:

0
No status –- tree is not presently in the sample (remeasurement plots only).  Tree was incorrectly tallied at the previous survey or currently is not tallied due to definition or procedural change. 

1
Live tree – any a live tree (new, remeasured or ingrowth)

2
Dead tree -- any dead tree (new, remeasured, or ingrowth), regardless of cause of death, which does not qualify as a removal.

3
Removal - a tree that has been cut or killed by direct human activity related to harvesting, silviculture or land clearing (remeasurement plots only). The tree may, or may not, have been utilized.  Only code trees killed by fire as removals if it was a prescribed burn.

4
Missing – tree was tallied in previous inventory but now is missing due to natural causes such as landslide, fire, etc. (remeasurement plots only).

Also following change in when collected:


When Collected:  All new live tally trees > 1.0 in DBH/DRC

All new dead tally trees > 5.0 in


On remeasurement plots, all previously tallied trees

5.6.1
NEW TREE RECONCILE (added as core)

For remeasurement locations only, record a NEW TREE RECONCILE for any new tally tree that was not tallied in the previous inventory; this code is used to identify the reason a new tree appeared in the inventory.  This information is needed to correctly assign volume information to the proper component of volume change.

Values:

1
Ingrowth – new tally tree not qualifying as through growth (includes reversions).

2
Through growth – new tally tree 5 inches DBH/DRC and larger, within the microplot.

3
Missed live – a live tree missed at previous inventory and that is live, dead or removed now.

4
Missed dead – a dead tree missed at previous inventory and that is dead or removed now.

5.6.2
MORTALITY (added as CORE OPTIONAL) -- Record a mortality code for any tree that was live at the previous inventory, or within the past 5 years if no previous inventory, but has died, regardless of cause of death.   This information is needed to correctly assign volume information to the proper component of volume change, and it is particularly useful for new field locations.

When Collected: All dead trees (TREE STATUS 2) 5.0 in DBH/DRC and larger that were live at the previous inventory (TREE STATUS 1), or within the past 5 years if no previous inventory

Values:

0
No - tree does not qualify as mortality.

1
Yes – tree does qualify as mortality

5.7 LEAN ANGLE

Definition of down tree changed.  Former code 2 (bole touching ground) eliminated:

Code 0
Standing (less than 45 degrees of lean from vertical)

Code 1
Down (more than 45 degrees of lean)

5.8 SPECIES:

 

Code 299 added for unknown conifer 

Code 998 added for unknown hardwood

5.12 TOTAL LENGTH

“When collected” changed to live trees only (no longer recorded for snags).

6.4 SEEDLING COUNT


Code 0 dropped.

7.2.7 SUBPLOT NUMBER 

Added as CORE OPTIONAL for site trees.

7.2.8 AZIMUTH 

Added as CORE OPTIONAL for site trees.

7.2.9 HORIZONTAL DISTANCE 

Added as CORE OPTIONAL for site trees.

8.3.7 DECLINATION 

Added as CORE OPTIONAL on nonforest plots

